Think Tanks
A Historical and Comparative Perspective (19th-20th Centuries)
(France, United States, United Kingdom, Germany, Italy)

Provisional Programme[footnoteRef:1] [1:  All the lectures are held in French. Only the Inderjeet Parmar professor’s lecture will be delivered in English.] 

THURSDAY, 19 NOVEMBER 2026
Conservatoire National des Arts et Métiers (Cnam)
292 rue Saint-Martin, 75003 Paris
Abbé Grégoire Auditorium
9:00 - 9:30 a.m. Registration and coffee
9:30 - 9:45 a.m. Welcome address by Bénédicte Fauvarque-Cosson, Administrator-General of the Conservatoire National des Arts et Métiers (Cnam), and Madina Rival, Deputy Administrator-General for Research at Cnam.
9:45 - 10:00 a.m. Introduction by Sabine Jansen (Professor, Cnam - LIRSA) and Olivier Dard (Professor, Sorbonne Université - SIRICE).
Part I: Origins and Early Development
Chair: Gilles Richard, Professor Emeritus at the Université Rennes 2, President of the Société française d'histoire politique (SFHPo)
10:00 - 10:25 a.m. A Prehistory of Think Tanks
Gilles Candar, Member of the Board of the Jean Jaurès Foundation and President of the Société d'Études Jaurésiennes

10:25 - 10:50 a.m. The Carnegie Endowment for International Peace
Vincent Genin, Dr. habil. (EPHE, PSL University) and Research Assistant at the Université de Liège (ULiège) / CEGESOMA-AE, Brussels

10:50 - 11:05 a.m. Coffee break
11:05 - 11:30 a.m. The Genesis of Think Tanks: The British Model
Peter Jackson, Professor, University of Glasgow

11:30 - 11:55 a.m. Think Tanks and Political Parties
Mathias Bernard, Professor, Université de Clermont-Ferrand
11:55 - 12:10 a.m. Discussion
12:10 - 2:00 p.m. Lunch
Part II: Think Tanks and International Relations
Chair: Célia Belin, Head of the Paris Office of the European Council on Foreign Relations (ECFR)
2:00 - 2:25 p.m. Expertise in the Field of International Relations in France
Sabine Jansen, Professor, Cnam - LIRSA

2:25 - 2:50 p.m. French and British Think Tanks' Views of the Russian Federation in the First Half of the 1990s
Sophie Momzikoff-Markoff, Associate Professor, Sorbonne Université - SIRICE

2:50 - 3:15 p.m.“Thinking the Unthinkable”: American and British Think Tanks and the Iranian Revolution
Sylvain Gaillaud, PhD in Contemporary History (Université Rennes II)
3:15 – 3:30 p.m. Discussion	
3:30 – 3:45 p.m. Coffee break

3:45 - 5:00 p.m. Round-table discussion ‘International Relations’ with Thierry de Montbrial, Founding President of the French Institute of International Relations (Ifri), Professor Emeritus at the Cnam and first Director of the Centre for Analysis and Forecasting (CAP)
 	Moderator: Sabine Jansen, University Professor at the Cnam

FRIDAY, 20 NOVEMBER 2026
Sorbonne University
Maison de la Recherche, 28 rue Serpente, 75006 Paris[footnoteRef:2]
Room D040 (Ground Floor) [2:  Practical Information
Metro Line 4: Odéon station (the Saint-Michel station is temporarily closed due to construction work).] 

10:30 - 10:45 a.m. Welcome address by Olivier Forcade, Professor, Sorbonne Université - SIRICE

Part III: Think Tanks in the Western World
Chair: Olivier Forcade, Professor at Sorbonne Université
10:45 – 11:10 a.m. Think Tanks in Brussels
Julian Blum, Historian and Adviser in Brussels to the High Commission for Strategy and Planning

11:10 – 11:35 a.m. American Think Tanks and Their Global Evolution: From Elite Internationalism to Adaptive Hegemonic Multiplexity
Inderjeet Parmar, Professor and Associate Dean (Research), School of Policy and Global Affairs, University of London

11 :35 – 11 :50a.m. Break
11:50 – 12:15 a.m. The Neoliberal Italian Magna Carta Foundation
Frédéric Attal, Professor, Université de Valenciennes

12:15 – 12:40 a.m. Think Tanks in Germany
Paul Maurice, Secretary-General of the Committee for the Study of Franco-German Relations (Cerfa) at Ifri, partner member of SIRICE, and holder of a PhD in contemporary history from Sorbonne University

12:40 - 12:55 a.m. Discussion
12:55 – 2:30 p.m. Lunch
Part IV: New Challenges
Chair: Hélène Miard Delacroix, Professor Emeritus at Sorbonne Université
2:30 - 2:55 p.m. The Role of Think Tanks in the Field of Defence
Maxime Launay, Researcher, IRSEM

2:55 - 3:20 p.m. Think Tanks Serving New Causes (Environment, etc.)
Sébastien Repaire, Secretary General of the Institut Mitterrand

3:20 - 3:35 p.m. Coffee break

3:35 - 4:00 p.m. Expertise in France in Service of the Economy
Olivier Dard, Professor, Sorbonne Université - SIRICE
4 :00 – 4 :15. Discussion
4:15 - 5:15 p.m. Round-table discussion: ‘Think tanks and think tankers today’ with Elvire Fabry, Programme Director at the Jacques Delors Institute; Ulrike Lepont, CNRS Research Fellow at the Centre for European Studies and Comparative Politics at Sciences Po; Jérémie Peltier, co-executive director of the Jean-Jaurès Foundation and Benoît Rademacher, Deputy Director of IRSEM
Moderator: Georges-Henri Soutou, Member of the Académie des Sciences morales et politiques, Professor at Sorbonne University
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